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No Tax on Original Art.
It seems that the fight for free art

Is on yet. The Ways aud Means Com¬
mittee of the House of Representa¬
tives is considering the reimposltlon
of the tax which was removed In
1913 from all original art, old as well
as modern. ' |It would be regrettable If such a

step backward should be taken. Art
Is no more a luxury to be taxed than
Is education or religion or science.
It is a necessity, having practical
value. A duty on art would tend to
drive American art students abroad
and would deprive other citizens of
the opportunity of keeping In touch
with the living artistic thought of
to-day. Art does not mean merely
paintings and sculptures and such
things. It enters into every Industry
in whose production form, design and
color play an important part. It edu¬
cates artisans whose skill and taste
give greatly increased value to the
product of their labor.
But It Is unnecessary to recount

all the reasons why original art
should be free. Anybody who feels
a doubt on the subject should read
the memorandum filed with the Ways
and Means Committee on behalf of
many art associations by John Quinn
of this citj^, whose services to art In
general aud American art In particu¬
lar entitle him to be spokesman. Two
sentences in this brief sum up the
case for free original art:

tax on art would be a tax on

gulture and on civilization.
.The act of 1913 [removing tha

duty on original art] did mora to

foster and encourago American art
and by* Its u* 'or flrst
tha originality test has dona mora

to keep out fakes and Imitations and
to keep this country from being a

dumping ground for artlstlo frauds
than all tha other laws affecting sxt
In this country put together."
The gain from a duty on art would

he small indeed compared with the
benefits conferred by tax free art.

Job for Friends of Ex-Soldiers.
A man of 23 who had been con¬

victed of highway robbery In the
Circuit Court In St. IxjuLs, Missouri,
asked Judge Hall for a private Inter¬
view after sentence of fifteen yenrs
imprisonment had been pronounced
on him.
Judge Hall saw the prisoner, who

asked one favor. He wanted the
Judge to see to it that in prison he
should be assigned to work on the
rock pile, "because he could not
breuthe Inside."
When Judge Hail asked for an

explanation of the man's Inability to
breuthe Inside he found that his sup¬
plicant had si>ent seventeen months
In the army overseas and had been
severely gassed. He was six months
in a New York hospital. Then he
returned to his home in 8t. Louis and
was married, but he was unable to
Ket work, so his wife and baby had
to go back home to her family, and

. they are at present In a small Illi¬
nois town.
On his trial he deliberately eon-

renled his military record, because,
he declared, he feared It would preju¬
dice the Judge and Jury against him
If be were known us *n ex-soldler of
the A. E. F. This astonishing fear he
explained to Judge Hall thus:

.1 did not want the Jury to know
j had been an overseas soldier for
fear they would hold It against me,
as dl<l everybody 1 tried to get
work from."

Judge Hail says of him:
..Ha drove a truck In France. but

seven St. Louis employers, Including
ens he had worked for before going
to war, refueed to give him a Job. am

"they were not hiring ex-soldiers.
"The Government paid him a email

tllowan.-e as a disabled veteran, but
he was kept from getting It without
a long delay, and It was stopped

'. when tie was arrested In November
end sent to the city Jail."'

, The robbery for which this man la
to be punished was a holdup bo com¬

mitted with the help of two com-

knanlons, In which the victim was in-
I Uimldated by tbo display of a toyill

pistol. His watch and chain werej
taken from him, but the highwaymen
gave back to him his carfare and
his latchkey.
Judge Hall has reduced the sen¬

tence pussed on this man to five years
in a reformatory, but this should not
end the matter. If there is in this
country an organization for the relief
of soldiers and their dependents which
is worth Its salt the case of this un¬

fortunate ex-soldier will have imme¬
diate attention; his family will be
cared for; the employers who do not
hire ex-soldiers will be attended to,
and a man who ha? been most un¬

justly used will get a chance to live
for the country he offered to die for.

The Chief Justice's Title.
A reader of .The New Youk IIebald

writes to say that he was puzzled by
the use, in vurlous newspapers, of two
different titles for the late Edwaed
Douulass White. Some newspaper*
spoke of him as "Chief Justice of the
United States," others as "Chief Jus¬
tice of the Supreme Court of the
United States."
The Constitution provided In a gen¬

eral way for a Supreme Court, but it
was not specific as to the Chief Jus¬
ticeship except to declare (Article I.,
.Section 3) that when the President is
brought to trial on impeachment "the
Chief Justice shall preside." A stat¬
ute of 1789 referred to the presiding
officer of the court merely as "the
Chief Justice." The Federalist, re¬

garded in the nation's early life as the
greatest authority on the construction
of the Constitution, spoke of John
Jat as "Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court."

Let us seek further light In the
United States Statutes. Section C73,
enacted April 10, 1869, says that "the
Supreme Court of the United States
shall consist of a Chief Justice of the
United States," &c. This would seem

to-be couclusive, but on the same page,
in Section 676, enacted March 3, 1873,
and bearing on the salaries of the
Supremo Court Judges, we find the
longer title used: "The Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United
States."
In a communication to the Senate

during the Johnson Impeachment pro¬
ceedings Salmon P. Chase signed
himself "Chief Justice of the United
States." Several resolutions offered
about that time in the Senate used
also the shorter title; yet in that
same period the presiding officer in
impeachment trials was referred to
in the Senate rules of procedure and
practice as "the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States."
What is more, Lincoln's appointment
of Chase nominated him to be "CJiief
Justice of the Supreme Court of the|
United States."

In his recently completed Life of
Marshall Mr. Bkvebidge refers to
his subject as "Chief Justico of the
United States." John Jay, writing
of his grandfather, the first Chief
Justice, refers to him us "Chief Jus¬
tice of the Supreme Court"

In sketches of the late Justice
White printed in the Congressional
Directory and "Who's Who".and
such sketches are always referred to
the subject for his examination.he
is entitled "Chief Justioe of the
United States." Turning to the Con¬
gressional Record of December 12,
1910, when President Taft's nomina¬
tion of Mr. White was confirmed by
the Senate, we find that the title used
is ""Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States."
Very likely the wording of Section

673 of the Federal Statutes may be
accepted as final. It seems to define
the title beyond doubt: "Chief Justice
of the United States." But if it does
then that title has not been carefully
followed by the legislative body which
created it.
Between the two titles, either of

which is splendid enough, there is no

confusion of identity; but thero is a

difference in scope, "(jhicf'Justice of
the United States" carries with it a

sense of breadth, of all embracing
power, such as is not exactly encom¬

passed by "Chief Justice of the Su¬
preme Court." Whatever the title is
.and the Constitution left the door
open for both.it should be firmly es-
tabllshed and its use adhered to in
executive and legislative documents.
Doubtless the Judiciary branch of the
Government makes no mistakes in del¬
icate matters like this.

Stupendous Timber Loss.
By utilizing airplanes in its sur¬

vey of the devastated areas the na¬
tional Forest Service has been able to
make a comprehensive report on the
dumage caused to Umber In the Olym¬
pic peninsula, Washington State, by
the severe wind storm of January 20.
The tornudo swept a district ninety
miles long nnd from twenty to thirty
miles wide. The damage was pro¬
nounced the heaviest in the history of
the eouutry, estimates of the loss run¬

ning as high as 8.000,000,000 feet. The
only way a survey of tho region
could be made by exports was

by airplane. The flights were under¬
taken recently, army officers serving
as pilots. The estimate of tho fnr-
esters based on observations from the
air Is that 6,730,000,000 board feet of
lumber were destroyed. Tho storm
Jumped in characteristic fashion and
left many spots unaffected.

District Forester Gkobok II. CrcrL of
Portlnnd, Oregon, was one of the offi¬
cial Inspectors, nnd it Is his opinion
that only 750,000,000 board feet were

lost on national forest lands, while f he
losses on Ktato nnd Indian reserva¬
tions nnd private holdings will reach
C,000.000,000 feet.

Ft was at first hoped that some of
this timber could be salvaged, but the
prospect for this is not good because
of lack of transportation facilities.
Only those who liavo Been wind
thrown timber of Immense size can7

appreciate tlie wellnigh Unpenetrable
barrier It constitutes. The greatest
menace present In the devastated area
of forest, the area which runs from
Clallam Bay on the north to Gray
Harbor on the south, Is as a fire-
trap, and every precaution Is being
taken to prevent the start of a fire
which would lnevitubly spread to ad¬
joining territory on which billions of
feet of the finest Douglas fir and other
valuable timber are growing. Special
appropriations have been vpted by the
United States and State governments
to meet this emergency.

As lightning Is credited with kin¬
dling at least one-half of our forest
fires the chance of avoiding a confla¬
gration which would be without paral¬
lel In the history of the country Is
none too good and the matter Is of the
gravest concern to those with property
In the threatened territory.

Word* That White Fought.
It Is a century ago to-day that

Richard Grant Whith was born.
It was fifty years ago that his "Words
and Their Uses" was published. Of
all his works this collection of
White's contributions to the Galaxy
on the subject of correct English may
live longest. He struck a hard blow
against the evils that were creeping,
In his day, Into the language. No
single writer since has hit harder.
White knew, and said, that Eng¬

lish was being corrupted not by the
Ignorant but by the half educated.
The man who said "caption" when
he meant "heading"; "balance" when
he meant "rest" or "remainder";
"apt" or "calculated" when he meant
"likely"; "citizen" when he meant
any man, possibly an alien; "defal¬
cation" when he* meant "default":
"patron" when he meant "customer"
.there was the guilty fellow.
Thanks to White and his sympa¬

thizers, "caption" In the false sense
is now almost the exclusive property
of the motion picture business. Citi¬
zens are called by that name only
when their political rights are re¬

ferred to. Fewer merchants speak
of their customers us "patrons."
"Depot" in the sense of "station" has
been pulled down. Persons send
money instead of "remitting" It.
Thanks to White, the "sample room"
vanished even before the arrival of
the Eighteenth Amendment "Trans¬
pire," which was "White's most ab¬
horred word when It was misused In
the sense of "happen," is now used
correctly when It is heard at all.
There are words, however, which

persist In spite of White's lashing.
The outrageous "decimation," in the
sense of great slaughter, popped up
frequently in the war, and now the
Standard Dictionary accepts this defi¬
nition as one "in popular use." "Sec¬
tion" has defied the onslaught of the
purists. White referred to it as "an
unpleasant Americanism for neigh¬
borhood, vicinity, quarter or region,"
but It has no such basic faults as

"decimate." "Sectionalism" Is a word
which has no familiar eynonyiu.
White had a healthy dislike of

squeamish cant. lie regretted that
the honest word "smock" had been
succeeded in turn by "shift" and "che¬
mise" and that the last named was

pronounced "shimmy." He wondered
whether the granddaughters of the
shrinking ladles of his day would per¬
sist In attempting further to disguise
the name of a shirt. "Shimmy" is still
with us, but as the name of a peculiar
dance. As for White's fears about
tills generation's squeaiplshness, it Is
unnecessary to dwell on the self-evi¬
dent. "Limb," the use of which in¬
stead of "leg" caused White to
write a spirited page, Is now applied
only to trees.

Mennonites Will Try Mexico.
The Mennouites of Manitoba and

.Saskatchewan, western Canada, 15,000
to 20,000 in number, will soon begin
an exodus to Mexico. They have had
the removal from Canada under con-
llderation for more than a year, but
they have experienced difficulty in find¬
ing an acceptable site on which to re¬

establish their colonies. The Mennon-
ltes are the largest international body
opposed to war from religious convic¬
tions and ever since the world war

they have been engaged in controver¬
sies with Canadian authorities the ef¬
fect of which, they fear^wiil be to
force them to forego the privileges
which tbey have enjoyed in the matter
of the education of their children and
exemption from military service.

This exodus Is one of the largest
mass movements formed and impelled
through religious motives or beliefs
to take place on this continent. The
only one which may he considered as

equalling It in the number concerned
Is the flight of the Mormons from
Nauvoo, Illinois, to the shore of Groat
Salt Lake seventy-five years ago. Pre¬
vious small movements of religious
colonists were those of Quakers of
Pennsylvania and of Shaker commu¬

nities of this State to Ohio and the
formation of settlements In the Miami
valley. Another exodus In the seven¬

teenth century was thnt of Puritans
of Connecticut towns to New Jersey.
There were I wo of these early par¬
ties, each numbering thirty persons,
lmt they were directed by Robert
TkEAr and tbey founded (he prosper¬
ous settlement which afterwnrd be¬
came Newark.
An Interesting feature of Uie pres¬

ent exodus of the Mcnnonltes Is the
contrast which It presents to the Jour¬
ney of the Mormons froin Illinois to
Utah. The Mormons left Nauvoo to
escape the violent antagonist)) of their
neighbors In the Mississippi valley
early lu HW<». Winter found them
spread out in small companies across

Iowa. They lwid made little progress
mid they had suffered from hunger
and hardship. They had uble leaders
who kept up tbo emigrants' spirits by

the hope of finding a happy end to
their Journey. Some of the men

worked for Iowa furinera. More than
500 of them volunteered for service in
the United States army in the Mex¬
ican war and turned over to their co¬

religionists the full amount of the

bounty which they received.
The pioneer baud which was sent on

ahead caught sight of Great Salt Luke
in July, 1847, but It was not until
1848 tbat the parties which had been
left behind iiuully reached the prom¬
ised laud. Hundreds made the long
Journey pulling handcarts containing
their possessions and young children;
and many who started did not survive
the Journey.
The Meunonltes will have no such

trials and hardships. It is reported
that they will spend more than
$1,000,000 In railroad fares; they will
carry with them their live 6tock, farm
equipment and household goods, and
they will travel in their long nortli to
south Journey by special trains. Not
only will they have comfort and ease

from Canada to Mexico, but they "will
have at hand those things most neces¬

sary to meet the demands of their
newly established colonies and to rob

pioneering of its hardships.
The rushes to the California gold

fields In '40 and to the Klondyke half
a century later were the expression of
Individual enterprise, as have been
the historic migrations to settle on

new lands opened for private owner¬

ship by tiie Government. None of the
transfers of Indian tribes, of which a

greut number have beeu made by the
United States, is in the same class
with this Mennonite movement.
Modern transportation has made

such an accomplishment possible. It
can add an exodus of religionists to
its triumphs in increasing the world's
pleasure, business and commeroe.

"Deburau" Stays at Home.
Mr. Belasco has been compelled,

much against his desire, to abandon
his plans to tako his Interesting anil
successful production "Deburau" on

tour next fall. lie has counted the
cost of high railroad transportation
charges, high baggage transfer
charges, high wages for stage me¬

chanics, high salaries for musicians
and actors, and he has calculated the
possible receipts, counting every bouse
in which the play could be presented
as sold to capacity.
The maximum box office takings

under sucli improbably prosperous
conditions would not pay tlve cost of
the proposed tour. Mr. Belasco would
be glad to put the play on the road if
he had a chance to break even on the
venture, but even the most altruistic
artist cannot be expected deliberately
to seek a deficiency.
The abandonment of the tour ia an

intellectual and social misfortune to
thousands of Americans who, because
of it, will be deprived of the oppor¬
tunity to see "Deburau." It is a

money misfortune for the railroads,
for the baggage transfer companies,
for the workers in theatres, who will
not be paid the money they hoped to

get out of Mr. Belasco'b enterprise.
It will be a money misfortune for
scores and hundreds of persons who
never heard of the play, for money
which Mr. Belasco would have put in
circulation and which would have
come to them in stimulated business
had the charges been right will be
withheld from circulation because the
charges are wrong.
There has never been a case more

illuminative of the paralyzing effect
of inordinate charges than this case

of Mr. Belasco's "Deburau."

Some members of Congress threaten
to strike out of the District appropria¬
tion bill the item setting aside money
for Washington's community centres
if modern dancing is not stopped there.
This is probably a case of sour grapes.
The young peoplo who patronize the
community clubhouses ran dance; the
threatening members are undoubtedly
tr.ose who liavo taken lessons In mod¬
ern dancing, worn out their pumps and
instructors' nerves, but can't dance.

I.ininb and Thotzkt are now re¬

ported to be quarrelling. Having made
Russia quarrel with all the rest of the
world they are trying It themselves.

Said Professor Oorrfttt to M. Car-
fentisr in assuring the French boxer
that weight does not count much In a

ring contest, "It Is skill and speed
combined with hitting that count."
Why, then, success In prizefighting is
as simple a matter as success in play
writing, which, as everybody knows,
demands only a strong plot, skilful de¬
velopment and an effective, fascinating
denouement.

The Treasury Department attributes
to laziness the failure of clerks to
affix revenue stamps to articles the
law says must bear such stamps whan
sold. As this failure is computed by
Treasury authorities to cost the Gov¬
ernment $2,000,000 a year in uncol¬
lected taxes It will be observed that
the case proves that there are cireum-
s anres which make laziness highly
profitable.

Porlralt of an Fnknowa.
She has the delicate, abstracted air

Of one, through dwelling on fair fan¬
cies, grown

To bide within a dream world of her
own.

And yet she seema not wholly unaware
That beauty lingers In her dusky hair.
And In her dark-lashed, faintly mock¬

ing eyes,
Or that with haunting graces, woman-

wise,
She keeps the charm that unsolved se¬

crets wesr.

There Is no clue to what great stats she
bore, *

But she was surely some one known
to fame

Who circumstance and homage lightly
wore,

Her blithe days sheltered by a pre-
" ' clous "frafne,

Even as now, beyond all sordid chanee,
Tlmo frames her In the glamour of ro-

maoos.
Chajllottb Bacxaa.

"High Hearts."
High hearts ... I fell to musing on

the phrase.
Of those that I had known and of their

ways.
Oh. not so few they seemed had earned

this name I
Tet nona that I knew best knew ever

Fame.
Was this their virtue or their faultT.

I found
The thought of them could make my own

heart bound;
And well I guessed, because of what they

are,
A radiant throb from them may strike

afar.
And quickening trouble prove to souls

Inert
Till these their right to plenal life assert.

They bear themselves not always
'loftily.

High hearts so oareless of Insignia be I
Bat when a running firs from heaven

sent
Rallies and frees a flame within them

pent.
Then do they lay about them, to oon-

sume
Some wrong which In God's world must

have no room:
This being done, they, gently, will retire
Like a sheath'd sword their anger's use¬

ful flre.

Of those I well have known.high hearts
and blest!

Some have been young and richly were

possessed
Of Joy In battle.drunken to the fray I
Their meed was swift. But all as stsmch

were they
Who, sombrely, and In their half epent

day..
No challenge flinging.stood but to de¬

fend
Where they had pledged tlielr vows, to

the world's end 1
But highest of high hearts that I have

known
Were oldened hearts In breach of battls

thrown
(Heayen being near them they stood not

alone!) :
These, having saved the day for loves,

could brave
Injurious ones, and from their hates

would save-

Then, quite forget, where others but for¬
gave I

High hearts.from out their own ex-

liaustless store
Have lent to me a heart, unknown be¬

fore.
Greatly to struggle, but to keep no

score . . .

Of those that most stirred mine, most
beat no more:

Tet. thence Is miracle: the missioned air
Caught up their latest throbbing.forth

to bear
For me a live vibration everywhere;
Even as light Is, unabated, lent
From orbed flres long since In heaven

spent!
Edith M. Thomas.

Freedom and Straw Hats.
An American Protests Against Rego-1

lation of Headwear.
To Tub New York Herald: Why

docs a great daily newspaper lllca THE
New York Herald give almost half
column of reading matter to "Straw Hat
Day"? Why Is It that one article of
men's wearing apparel should be sin¬
gled out to receive limitation as to the
time of its use?
Who la It that has placed a ban on

the wearing of a straw lid by man only
at a certain time of the year? Why
should the public press or the straw lid
man dictate any limitation as to when
and what time a straw lid shall be worn

or smashed? Why should a straw hat
not be worn according to weather condi¬
tions or with the freedom that all other
articles of wearing apparel enjoy?
Do newspapers call attention to the

vestless man or the man wearing low
shoes? If not, why not? Surely there Is
just as much common sense In having
an edict against the man without a vest
who flaunts an untidy shirt and also
the man with low shoes displaying un¬

tidy white socks as In the calling In
of soiled straw hats.
How Is It that newspapers In the

greatest business centre of the world
can And time and give valuable space
to annotate on such Insignificant articles
as straw lids?
We who contribute to the support of

this business centre frequently see straw
hats on. our streets, worn with satisfac¬
tion and safety, when January snows
aro falling and fur coats are necessary
to protect humanity from ths winter
blizzards.

"Who la to dictate that the American
citizen must appear In his summer head
piece on May IB?
Why should the native citizen give

up the comfort of a cool head covering
when we are enjoying the delight of
warm fall days and the forerunner of
an Indian summer?

I hope the American man publlo will
continue to be the most Independent!
thing on earth. Sins Dib.
New York, May 81.

Reclining Chairs Wanted.
They Are Needed by Service Men

\Vlio Are Poison Gas Victims.
To Tub New York Herald; There

are at present more than seventy former
aervlce men who are patients at fieton
Hospital, Klverdals avenue. The Bronx.
They are boyn who are poison gas vic¬
tims of tho Argonne, Solssons and the
Hlndenburg line, and they are In various
stages of tuberculosis.
They are as courageous In fighting

tuberculosis as they were In fighting for
liberty and humanity. They need en¬
tertainment and RUtomoblle rides, which
the hospital cannot provide. And they
would welcome and appreciate easy re¬

clining canvas chairs with footreete
which they could use on the veranda
or lawn. A few have auch chairs, but
all ahould have them.
The members of the Patrlotlo Service

Society, of which C. S. Wood of 623
West 121st street is president, has se¬

cured two dozen of these apsclal chairs
at a cost of |6 each, Including transpor¬
tation, which will be given to the boys.
Will other organizations or Individuals
help In this worthy cause?

Marjorib Marshall.
NrW York, "May 21.

Paaflportfi Not Required.
To Thb New York Herald: la It

necessary to have a passport to go to
Havana, Cuba? Mrs. Joseph Mi;nh.
New York, May 81.

A Conscientious Hanson.

Wichita correspondence Tnpel.n Capital.
After confessing participation In (lis forg¬

ing snd passing of three bad checks here
to dnjt J. M. Tmiffa was afraid to sign his
own nsmo at police headquarters. Only
Sfter lie was s«sured repeatedly hy the as

.latent record clerk thst ths thing ho was

signing was an Identification card and not a

check did Young consent to write hi# name.

A Link With the Early New York Stage
Romanee and Tragedy Associated With Old St. John's

Burying Ground, Now Hudson Park.

In a. walk through Greenwich Village
along Hudson street one passes a plot of
ground now named Hudson Park which
In the days when New York was young
was known as 8t. John's Burying
Ground. Within its confines rested the
remains of many who In their lifettme
were numbered '

among the favorites
of fortune. The little God's acre was

originally the centre of quiet and peace¬
ful surroundings, and though In the
latter years of Its existence It was prac¬
tically uncared for, yet fine old shade
trees used to cast their shadow over the
crumbling stones, whose inscriptions
told of the virtues of the- departed.
Rambling vines half hid a tottering
shrine, while straggling rose bushe3
grown wild flowered among the neg¬
lected graves. In the spring It was an

attractive spot and a walk through its
weed grown grounds would have dis¬
closed to the visitor many a name which
had been famous In the world of the
theatre.

In the company which appeared at
the John Street Theatre on the evening
of (February 26, 1796, was Mrs. Elisa¬
beth Johnson, whose reputation was as

great in Great Britain as In America.
Critics praised her dignity of carriage,
her exquisite taste in dressing, and her
acting was of such a tragic nature as
to causo her to bo referred to as the
Siddons of America. Mrs. Johnson died
in 1830 and was burled In St, John's,
where a simple stone covering her re¬
mains was Inscribed: "Sacred to the
memory of Mrs. Elisabeth Johnson. Also
two infant children of Thomas and
Eleanor Hilson. Also Mrs. Eleanor
A. Hilson, born November 12, 1S00,
died April 2. 1837."
Mrs. (Hilson was the daughter of Mrs.

Johnson and the wife of one of tho
great comedians of the day. She was
said to have possessed great beauty
and merit as an actress, and to have
been gifted with a voice of surpassing
excellence, "so light, merry and Joyous,
so sympathetic in Its tone and quality,
that it affected every hearer and com¬

pelled the audience to Join in unison with
her." She had handsome and expressive
features, with rich auburn hair.
She made her debut at the old Park

Theatre when 16 years of aflfe and re¬
mained at that house for some fourteen
years, becoming the Idol of tho town.
The death of her mother affected her
to such a degree that she retired from
the stage, returning a few years later
to the scenes of her former triumphs
only to find that with the passing of
her youth she was no longer a popular
favorite. In 1837 she passed away and
was laid beside her mother. A writer
of ths day In speaking of her death
said: "As a woman she was pure, gen¬
tle and amiable; and she had the rare
fortune of passing without tho slightest
stain or reproach through a walk of life
peculiarly Infested by the slanderers of
female reputation."
In a far corner of the little burying

ground was a large slab covering the
grave of one of the earliest actresses
of the American stage. In letters al¬
most obliterated by time was engraved;.

Jacred to the memory of Mrs. Frances
Hodgkinson. who died September "7

«sred 32 years." Then followed
one of the few poetic epitaphs to be
found in the yard:
More worth and virtue ne'er adorned a

breast
Than dwslt In here, who now Ilea here

at reat:
A tender mother and a faithful wife

nfe"*- *-0red throu*h tv"V path of

Her Infant children feel the chastening
rod.

*

Her husband yields an angel to his God.
Mrs. Hodgkinson was a member of the

John Street Theatre company, of which
her husband was manager, In 1793, mak¬
ing her first appearance in tills country
In January of that year. Before her
marriage she was well known on tho
Lnglish Mage as Miss Brett She was
considered a capable and versatile ac¬

tress, and writers of the day described
her as being "a very fair, light haired,
blue eyed woman, surpassing her con-

tdMporaries In rustic comedy and sing¬
ing parts, and equalling most of them in
the general range of the drama."
Not far distant was tho grave of Jo¬

seph Tyler, who made his debut in
America at the John Street Theatre In
February, 1796, an occasion made more

notable by the first appearance in this
country of Jefferson the Second, grand¬
father of the Joseph Jefferson of "Rip
Van Winkle." Mr. Tyler was deemed a

"fine looking man, of dignified and gen¬
tlemanly manners, possessing a voice of
rare excellence, a most accomplished
singer, and as an actor of elderly parts
surpassed all other actors of his time."

Reporter Franklin K. Lane.
An Incident in the Live* of Two Cali¬

fornia Journalists.
To Tug New York Herai.d: Among

the various fornis of death he had wit¬
nessed Franklin K. Unc mentioned In

the remarkable letter he wrote when
he faced death; "I once saw a man

hanged."
I wus a member of tho official com¬

mittee which received Mr. Wilson In the

reception room of the Union railway sta¬

tion In Washington upon his arrival there

for his first Inauguration as President.
(Handing in the line of committeemen In
the order eome master of ceremonies
had placed us I became aware that the
man at my elbow was amiably regard¬
ing me, and after seemingly becoming
satisfied that Jils conjecture regarding
m.v Identity was right he said:

"I wonder if you would recognise my

back If I turned It toward yoti. You
used It as a desk to write your notes

of a hanging In the San Francisco county
Jail twenty years ngo."
"Then you are Frank Bane," J said.

Wo had not met since the time whan,
as San Francisco reporters, we were

assigned to report for our respective
papers the final chapter in a sensa¬

tional murder story.
At that tlmo I was none hardened.

For eome reason which has caused much
self-examination city editors early elected
to make ms the hanging story specialist
W'hen I casually used the bAck of the
reporter standing between mo and the
gallows In that Ran Francisco Jnil as a

convenient desk for my note paper I was

working on my seventh hanging storv.
but It was Lane's first.
The Jail was at the foot of Telegraph

Hill, celebrated by Ban Francisco poets
from Hai-t to Irwin, and after tho exe¬
cution the reporters gathered for lunch
in a little Rpanlsh restaurant, one of

many foreign placos of tha kind on the

l«lop« of th« hill. Thers Lane said that

Ha was 72 when he died in January,
1823, hie tombstone recorded. His last
appearance on the stage took place the
night preceding his death at the Park
Theatre, when he portrayed the charac¬
ter of General Washington in the ploy
of "Glory of Columbia."
A monument occupying a prominent

position and attracting attention from
Its pretentious appearance was erected
by T. S. Hamblln, one of New York's
noted managers, to the memory of his
wife, who died In 1835 at the age of 21.
The tombstone bore no date but con¬
tained this elaborate Inscription:

Sacred to the memory of Naomi Vin¬
cent Hamblln, wife of Thomae S. Ham¬
blln. Lovely in her pereon, amiable In
her temper, and gifted in her mind, her
life was the loy and blessing of all
who knew her. Taken from the en¬

joyment of every happiness in the
spring of tier youth and the bloom of
her beauty, her death will forever be
mourned by those she left behind her.
This monument is erected by her hus¬
band, to cover her mortal remains on

earth. Her fnnocent, pure, and gentle'
spirit is gone to its native home in
heaven.
Miss Vincent made her dfibut in New

York at the Bowery Theatre in 1832,
when she was 18, under the direction
of the man she later married. It was

said of her that she added to the youth
and beauty she possessed all the varied
accomplishments of her sex. iLlke most
members of her profession in those days
she could sing as well as act, and she
became a great favorite with the pub¬
lic. Her performance of Juliet was con¬
sidered one of the most beautiful repre¬
sentations of that character the stage
had witnessed.
In 1812 there appeared upon the stage

of the Park Theatre Miss Agnes Holman,
daughter of one of the famous actors
of the time and a descendant of the
Duke of Hamilton, who was "marked
with every grace of mind and pereon."
In later years she ranked as the first
actress of America In high comedy and
she was the first woman to receive $200
a performance. Upon her first appear¬
ance at the Park she attracted the at¬
tention of a member of the orchestra,
a young man noted for his ability as a

musician. An attachment sprang up
between the two, culminating In their
marriage in 1815.
The young musician was Charles Gil-

fert, destined to become the foremost
manager of his day, rivalling Edward
Simpson, the director of the Park, who
was called the autocrat of the theatre
in this country. Mr. Gilfert established
the Bowery Theatre, opening that house
on the night of October 26, 1826, with
a company made up of the picked talent
of the stage, including his charming
wife. The play selected for the open¬
ing was "The Road to Ruin," an omi¬
nous title for the young Impresario.
Misfortune overtook him In his new

venture, and within three years ho lost
all his worldly possessions, dying of a
broken heart, it was said. He was
buried in a corner of St. John's cemetery
and the plain tablet marking the spot
was inscribed "Sacred to the memory
of Charles Antonio Gilfert, who de¬
parted tills life July 29, 1829, etat
forty-five years. Cernlt omnia Deus
vlndex." (God the avenger sees every-
thing.)

Alter his death Mr*. Gllfert became
a school teacher In an endeavor to earn
a livelihood, but failed in the attempt
and then turned to her old profeeslou
as an. actress. But the public had for-
gotten Its former favorite, misfortune
came to her and she died In utter pov-
erty, being burled by charity.
Others there were of the theatre world

laid away In the little graveyard, not
quite so famous In their lives perhaps,
but they had strutted their brief hour on
the stage and had known its failures and
successes, and when the day came and
all were equal in God's acre friends no
doubt left them there with the wish,
"Mayest thou rest soundly and quietly
and may the light turf lj* easy on
thy bones."
But fate decreed otherwise. The grow¬

ing city demanded that the dead mako
way for the living. The graves, were
dismantled and St. John's Burying
Ground became a thing of the past. To¬
day it is In a crowded neighborhood,
public buildings partly surround It, ce¬
ment walks cover the once sacred
ground and children play among its
paths once shaded by fine old trees:
Within the park stands as a memorial
of Its past character an old monument,
surmounted by a stone coffin, upon the
top of which are a fireman's cap, a
torch and a trumpet. In the old daya
it marked the burial place of two fire¬
men who lost their Uvea In the per¬
formance of their duties In 1834.

Chsrijcs Bitrnkam.

aa he had furnished a desk for my con¬
venience he claimed the benefit of my
notes, for ho had been too nervous to
take any for himself. 80 I enlightened
the future Cabinet officer in the least
disagreeable way to tell his story, and
next saw him as we stood aide by side
In the preliminaries of a Presidential
inauguration. Kdward W. Townsbnd.
Montcuair, N. J., May 21.

Woman Pastor In Norwegian State Ctiarch.
From tho London Timai,\

Fru Marta Stelnsvtk, who preached tn «he
Greenland Church, Clnietlanla, last Sunday,
thereby established a precedent In Norway
which may bo followed by her ordination aa
the first woman pastor In the Norwegian
State Church.

Kansas Statistic#.
From the Patina Journal.

The three most common forms of death
are tuberculosis, pneumonia and "In a man-1
ner unknown to this jury."

Dawn In ths Berkshire*.
Run up! and over Berkshire heights th«

dawn
That goldenly upon its buglo blows
Till all the valleys waken from repose

And every lingering hint of night li
gone;

From closely woven copsas far with'
drawn

In answering aound a mallow chorui
flows |

The river chant* anew the while II
goes

Seaward in sinuous windings on and on

Run up, my bsartl the mists of doubl
have fled

From out the bosom with ths da)
newborn I

What a rich benlson to be thankfu
far

That with transfiguring light about hln
shed

Love comes triumphant as a con¬
queror

To golden music like the peal of mom
CUMTOM flCOUAMk

Doubt* of » Scholar.
Mr. Edison's Purpose Puzzles m

Writer of Cyclopaedias.
To Tub New Yobk Herald: with the

books before them the reporter* did
fairly well In answering Ifr. Edison's
questions, but with no book I note sev¬
eral errors.

Australia Is five or six times larger
than Greenland.
Spitsbergen.not with a s.Is not off

the coast of Norway, but far oorth of
that coast in the Arctlo.

If bituminous coal contains little gas,
why do gas works all use It when they
wish to make coal gas?
Labrador Is not a part of Canada,

but Is a continental coastal strip north¬
east of Quebec and belonging to New¬
foundland.
Surely the Missouri-Mississippi Is longer

than the Amazon, though the latter car¬
ries more water.
Without a book I can answer practi¬

cally all of Mr. Edison's questions, but
what on earth Is the good of such
knowledge? I don't suppose Mr. Edison
would pay me $75 a week even if he
wished cyclopaedia writers, of whom I
am or.e. I don't see what Mr. Edison,
wants of such mental equipment

Richard P. Head.
New York. May 31. 4

Sbagbark Hickory Best.
To The New York Heraldi No doubt

a good axe handle.helve.can be made
frcm ash or oak of second growth, but
the prevailing timber for that use Is
second growth shagbark hickory.
Hamtners. sledges, hatchets and other

similar tools are best served with this
wood. I have made many myself and
furnished several thousand feet of tim¬
ber for this purpose. Timber.

Riverton, N. J., May 21.

Cornwall's Tin Mines.
To The New York Herald: The an¬

swer to Mr. Edison's question Where
do we obtain tin from? Is given as
"Wales mostly." .

Wales Is noted for Its coal mines and
Cornwall, England, for the tin. The
Cornish mines are famed the world over
for their rich silver tin.
Many old disused tin mines in Corn¬

wall are pow being worked for pitch¬
blende, which has been found to conta: i

jradium. John William Bautlet.
Brookltn, May 21.

Expert Answers Mr. Edison.
To The New York Herald: I submit

the following regarding the Edison ques¬
tions and the answers thereto:
What war material did Chile export

to the Allies during the war? Sodium
nitrate, not nitrates.
Who invented the modern paper mak¬

ing machine? The two Fourdrlnler
brothers. Actually only one of the
Fourdrlnlers did the bulk of the work.
How is leather tanned? Leather Is

not tanned. It la the product of tan¬
ning hides or skins. The process con¬
sists of aeveral important steps in addi¬
tion to the application of tannic acid.
What Is coke? Coko is one of the

products from the destructive distilla¬
tion of coal. The gas is not extracted,
but Is formed Incidentally and In the
beehive ooke oven Is wasted, that Is, It
Is a by-product
What kind of wood la the lightest?

Balsa, not cork. Cork as we use it
la the bark of one species of oak, the
wood of which la not specially light
Why is cast Iron called pig Iron? The

question Is wrong. Although all pig
Iron Is cast Iron, all cast iron Is not

pig Iron.
Nam# three principal alkalis. Tho

answer should bo soda, potash, lime.
Where do we get benzol? Only a

relatively small amount Is obtained from
coal tar. The bulk of benzol is obtained
from by-product recovery coke ovens.
What Is copra? Dried meat ef tho

coco nut, not kernel, and not cocoa.
What are the special properties of the

metal magnesium? It Is the lightest
metal known, lightar than aluminum.
What Is sago? Ths soft. Inner poi-

tlon of an East Indian palm.
From what Stats do we get most of

our asphalt? Venezuela, not California.
What Is TNT? Simply trinitrotoluol,

not a combination of nitrates and tolu¬
ene derivatives, made by the action of
mixed acid.nitric and sulphuric.on
toluo.or toluene.
Of what is printing Ink made? Lamp¬

black or other black pigment.to-day
gas black Is used more than lampblack
.linseed oil and a drier. D. D. B.
Nrw York, May 31.

A Twelve Word Calendar.
Vermont Wajr of Determining the

Day Any Date Fell On.
T® Ths Niw York Herald: Ths fol¬

lowing simple method of finding the
day of the week for any data In a

month, when the first day of January
Is known, has been handed down among
us for two centuries.

Supposing that the new year begins
on Wednesday, we place that day oppo¬
site the letter A, with the following
days opposite the next six letters, an 1
with Tuesday opposite Q. The first days
of the*twelve months are opposite the
Initials of this sentence, "At Dover dwell
George Brown, Esq., good Carlos Flnr.h
and David Friar."
For (ha ordinary year ths Initial dsys

of the months, as above, are Wednes¬
day, Saturday, Saturday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Sunday, Tuesday, Friday,
Monday, Wednesday, Saturday and
Monday.
As the first, eighth, fifteenth, twenty-

second and the twenty-ninth day In each
month are on the same day of the week
It follows that the first of December and
the twenty-ninth fall on F and the
thirty-first on A. Ths first and lest day
of sach year, excepting leap year, fall
on the same day of the week. For leap
year use the seven letters beginning A
with Uis week day that btood originally
for B on New Year's Day.
A for this year falls on Saturday, as

does December 31.
Edward H. Williams, Jr.

Westkrdale, Vt., May 1».

Opening the tasks Season Is Oklahoma*
Jfendrick corrtifondne* the Oklahoma*.
Tom Croson, termor, recently killed what

was believed to bo the 1orgeat rattlesnake
over fouad in this section. Croeon declares
he was led to tho giant enake by a bunch of
exettod crows which were giving battle t«
the reptile, which from atl appearance! had
just crawled from under a targe reek. Ac¬
cording to Cronon'e story the reptile w-ae ihe
atxa of a man's arm, more than el* feet
long and carried sixteen rattles and one

button* ,

The Associated Frees Is exclusively entltt-'l
the usn for reptthl lost Ion of all neve rt<"--

itches credited to It or nut other* e

-orflfort lu this paper, and alio the loaal
Ewl published herein,
All rights of republication of epedal ties*
itches herein are alio reserved. 1


